OCTOBER 2024

'NEWSLETTER

As ever the first half term has sped past us, and we find ourselves one sixth of the way through the
year already. It has been great to welcome new children and their families to our Federation.

The first half term in a special school is always the most difficult, with different adults, different
children and different spaces often combining to create new routines, which so many of our children
rely upon. Half term typically represents a time when we have ironed out some of these creases,
and we can look forward to focused productive work from here on in.

Thanks to parents for coming along to parents’ evening a couple of weeks ago now.
Your input to your children’s learning is always highly valued, and we appreciate collaborating
with you to support the important goals your children are working on.

By the time you are reading this we will have had our Masks for MASKS event - as soon as
we come back after half term we’ll be in touch about the Winter Fayre and how you can get
involved and support our charity arm, which in turn benefits your children.

Best wishes for the half term break.

Bradley

Enjoy our newsletter offering this time around and please do give us feedback
for how you might like to see it develop. Please send all feedback to either

Principal
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The Vale Federation seeks new School Governors

The Vale Federation has a Governing Board, which has overall responsibility for the aim and direction
of the school and is accountable to the Local Authority and parents for the way the school is run.

The Board consists of a team of School Governors, from a variety of different backgrounds, who work
in partnership with Bradley, our Principal, the Senior Leadership team, and staff to do our best to
help our children achieve their full potential in a caring, enjoyable and safe environment.

The Governors have a real part to play in the success of the Federation and our two schools.

School Governors make a valuable contribution to children’s education, opportunities, and futures.
Being a Governor is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It provides a great opportunity to make
a real difference to young people, give something back to the local community and use and develop
skills in a Board level environment.

Whilst currently all positions on the Governing Board are full, in the future there will be vacancies
and we are, therefore, now seeking to find potential new Governors. We would very much like to
hear from you if you’re interested in finding out more about becoming a School Governor.

Supporting the Federation and our two schools by being a Governor is an immensely rewarding
and enjoyable experience.

We would encourage all members of the local community, regardless of age, experience and
background, to consider becoming a Governor.

So, if you'd like to find out more, please do email Bradley at btaylor@thevalefederation.com
or Dave Pearce, our Chair of Governors, at dpearce@thevalefederation.com.

We’'d love to hear from you - thank you.
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Message from the Head of School

The first half term of the school year has been a busy one. Children are settling into their new classes,
and we are enjoying getting to know the children who are new to the school.

There has been lots of great learning happening. The children’s work looked fantastic in the hall
during Parents’ Evening, and it was lovely to hear all the positive comments about it

| know there has been frustration about swimming not taking place regularly. As previously
mentioned in bulletins, this is due to the higher staffing ratios required for swimming, which is
challenging when we do have staff vacancies. We hope to be able to be swimming regularly
again soon.

We are revisiting the pool timetable to see if we can arrange a more logistically possible way of
organising this for all children, although this is then unlikely to be weekly for any child. We will keep
you informed.

| hope you have a safe half term break and look forward to seeing the children again on
November 4th.

Marianne

Marianne
Murphy
Head of School
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Puffin class "

Puffin class have been enjoying a topic related Stage
2 - Attention Autism (look and learn) activity. Our topic
is Whizz Pop and Sparkle, and we have been choosing
colours to add to our white vinegar, which then has
bicarbonate of soda added, to create colourful foam
volcanoes that made us all very surprised. The children
loved watching them explode and all the colours
mixing together.

Red Kite Class

This half term our topic has been - Festivals (‘Whizz, Pop, Sparkle’).

The children have participated in a range of activities linked to this topic, including developing their
creativity skills during our art sessions. The children have used a variety of different painting tools
such as sponges, brushes, cotton reels etc, and different textures of mixed media to create their own
pictures. For example, apples for Harvest Festival, lanterns for the Chinese Moon Festival and hot

air balloons for the Hot Air Balloon Festival. The children have all shown lots of enjoyment in these
activities, and had their art work displayed during our parents’ evening.
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Robin Class

This term Robin class explored the sensory garden at Booker Park.
We took part in a scavenger hunt and enjoyed finding all the
items on our lists. We enjoyed the different sounds, smells and
textures in the garden.

We gathered all our items and used these to make our nature
pictures for our display in the hall on Parents’ Evening.
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Message from the Head of School

Here are some of the photos from this year’s Masks for MASKS day.

After half term students will be making items to sell at the annual Winter Fayre.
Research will be carried out by students, such as doing surveys around school of
favourite colours, foods, etc and this will help inform us about what others want,
not just student’s own favourites.

Have a great half term break.

X

Head of School

Rhonda
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Ubuntu class

Ubuntu Class have had a busy half term getting to know one another and preparing for their
Annual Reviews.

The students have been working on decision making related to enrichment, future and pathway
options; trying out taster sessions to support them to make informed choices. Some students have
been out and about trialing work experience at Scope charity shop, visiting Aylesbury College and
practicing money and communication skills.

Year /’s

This term the year 7’s at Stocklake have settled in well to
their new school and have built relationships with their
peers and adults in classes. It has been a busy first half term
with lots of different activities and practicing transitioning
to different areas around the school for sessions

such as Rebound, Assembly and PE.

We hope everyone has a restful break and a happy
Halloween!
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Willow Class

One of our highlights this term is that, Willow Class enjoyed creating and wearing their masks
for our Masks for MASKS event on Friday 18th October.
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Where kids can eat free or for £1 during

October halfterm 2024

Angus Steakhouses

If you’re in London, head to Angus Steakhouses
where a child under eight can enjoy a free

Kids Menu dish when accompanied by a
full-paying adult.

ASDA

Children can access a hot or cold meal for just
£1and the retailer will now include a free piece
of fruit such as and apple, pear or banana when
purchasing the hot kids £1 meal deal.

A great offer that’s available until the end of the
year. Alternatively, kids can have a £1 cold pick
and mix selection that includes a sandwich, drink
and piece of fruit, along with two treat items.

Ella’s baby food pouches are free for children
under 18 months with any purchase.

Beefeater

For any other parents used to getting up at the
crack of dawn, having a reason to get out can be
a bonus.

And if you’re feeling the need to fuel up for the
day ahead, Beefeater lets two kids, under the
age of 16, eat free breakfast with any adult
breakfast purchased for £10.99.

Available 6:30am until 10:30am midweek and
7am until Tlam at the weekend.

@

ANGUS
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Bella Italia

Want to treat to your family to an Italian feast?
Book a table at Bella Italia and kids can get
three courses and a drink for just £1 with every
purchase of an adult meal. From create your own
pizza and pastas that are perfect for fussy eaters
to classics like fish and chips, there’s a good
choice which kids will love. Among the dessert
choices is a trip to the gelato cart.

Kids eat for £1 with the purchase of every adult
main from 4-6pm on Sunday-Wednesdays This
offer applies to children between the ages of
2-11.

On Thursdays, your little ones can eat for free all
day when an adult main is purchased from the
“A La Carte” menu.

Items on the children’s menu include cheese
toasties, mac and cheese as well as pizza. The
offer is valid from26th October to 3rd November
in England and 12th October to 20th October in
Scotland.

BrewDog

Love a pub meal? Children can eat for free with
a paying adult at BrewDog bars in England,
Scotland and Wales. The offer is available when
you pre-book a table online and select the
booking type “KIDS EAT FREE”.
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Where kids can eat free or for £1 during

October halfterm 2024

Brewers Fayre

Fancy a free breakfast for your child at Brewers
Fayre? If you order an adults’ all-you-can-eat
breakfast, you can scoff as much as you like from
the pub restaurant’s cooked and continental
selections, like crispy back bacon, hearty
sausages, eggs, hash browns, cereal, chilled
Jjuices, teqa, unlimited Costa Coffee and drinks -
AND your kids eat free, too! Two children under
16 eat for free when one adult order the £10.99
unlimited breakfast. See you in the queue.

Dobbie’s Garden Centres

If you’re stocking up on essentials for the garden,
don’t miss this great offer. Available everyday,
children can enjoy a free children’s breakfast
with an adult traditional or full breakfast or a
free child’s hot meal or pick n mix lunch box with
any adult main course. Children also receive a
free child’s drink.

Dunelm - Pause Cafe

Make homeware shopping a day out with the
kids as the retailer’s Pausa Cafe is offering a free
kids menu for every £4 spent in their in-store
cafes. Available all day, everyday.

| PAUSA

dobbies
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Pebble Brook Community Cafe

Run by Pebble Brook School for our pupils, for

the Local Community. Their aim is to serve the
community whilst giving their pupils vital learning
experiences in employability. It’s an amazing
resource and whilst they have a huge variety of
homemade cakes, sandwiches and hot meals
available, they also have a community fridge
where local businesses donate food.

They are open from 9am to 3pm and located at;
Walton Court Centre, Hannon Road,

Aylesbury, HP218TJ. They will be providing free
meals to children over the October half term to
help support families in the local area.
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Family support service | Family Information Service (buckinghamshire.gov.uk)

Buckinghamshire Council Directory - Find Activities Near You

How to book HAF places | Family Information Service (buckinghamshire.gov.uk)

Visiting Us | Camp Mohawk

Plan Your Visit (aldenhamcountrypark.co.uk)
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for young people with SEND

There are various schemes and charities which can help save money
if your child has an additional or special need.

Max Card

is a national, local authority-commissioned discount initiative for looked after
children and children with additional needs aged O to 19 years. The scheme enables families
to visit hundreds of attractions across the UK at a free or discounted rate.

to the Disabled Children Register to receive a card for free.

Merlin's Magic Wand

offers magical days out at Merlin Entertainments attractions such as
Legoland, Sea Life Centres and Madame Tussauds. They welcome applications on behalf of
children aged 2 to 18 years with a confirmed serious illness/long term illness, disability or
disadvantage.

CEA Card

enables a disabled cinema guest to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to
go with them when they visit a participating cinema.

Access Card

The translates your disability/impairment into symbols that highlight the
barriers you face and the reasonable adjustments you might need. It then informs providers
quickly and discreetly about the support you need and may gain you access to things like
concessionary ticket prices and complex reasonable adjustments without having to go into
loads of personal detail.

It costs £15 for three years.

For more local and national discount schemes visit the
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Here is a list of Foodbanks in
Buckinghamshire. To get a foodbank
referral and vouchers speak to your
Family Centre, Health Visitor or Social
Worker or local Citizens Advice office.
You can also use the

to find its 400-strong network
of Foodbanks.

Aylesbury - Store House

helps anyone in need by providing
food and other items like furniture and clothing
to people on low incomes, benefits or who are in
temporary hardship.

Areas covered: Aylesbury Vale area.

Referral or voucher needed.

Aylesbury Foodbank

provides three days'’
nutritionally balanced emergency food and
support to people with a voucher or referral.

Areas covered: Aylesbury.

Referral or voucher needed.

FoodCycle Aylesbury

Aylesbury welcomes anyone to attend
as a guest and enjoy a FREE hot meal. No need to
book. Just turn up on the day!

Come and enjoy company and conversation with
others from your local area over a delicious meal,
prepared with care by FoodCycle volunteers.

Areas covered: Aylesbury and the
surrounding areas.

No Referral or voucher needed.
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and food sharing

Berryfields Community Store

Berryfields Community Store is open each
Thursday morning from 10.30am for anyone in a
financial crisis. For a £5 donation, you can choose
25 items of food including fresh meat, vegetables
and household items (depending on available
stock).

The address is Roman Park, Sir Henry Lee Cresent,
HP18 OYT. For further information please contact

Areas covered: Aylesbury

No referral or voucher needed

Beaconsfield - Hope Community
Drop-in

is a drop-in service
where local people referred by doctors or social
services can receive an emergency food package.
The drop-in runs every Friday at the Holtspur Youth
Club building from 8:45 am to midday.
Areas covered: Beaconsfield and
neighbouring villages.
Referral or voucher needed.

Burnham - Care and Share Food
Distribution Project

Burnham Health Promotion Trust (BHPT)

is a collaborative
community initiative which offers pre-filled
food bags and a voucher to buy fresh fruit and
vegetables.

Voucher needed.

The Vale Federation October 2024 Newsletter




Chiltern - Chiltern Foodbank

provides three days'’
nutritionally balanced emergency food and
support to people with a voucher or referral.

Areas covered: The Chiltern District and nearby
surrounding areas such as Wendover.
Referral or voucher needed.

Chesham Community Fridge

distributes free
surplus food that is good to eat to anyone who
comes to the Fridge. There is no referral or voucher
needed. Chesham Community Fridge is open
Wednesday and Saturday mornings in the yard
behind Broadway Baptist Church, Chesham.

Areas covered: Chesham.
No referral or voucher needed.

High Wycombe - One Can

provide free, nutritious food parcels to those
deemed ‘in crisis’ by their partner organisations.

Areas served: High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire
and surrounding areas.
Referral or voucher needed.

Wycombe Community Fridge

shares food locally
with anyone and everyone regardless of income or
means. No referrals are needed.

No referral or voucher needed.

Wycombe Food Hub

collects crates of unsold food
like bread, fruit, vegetables, chilled and frozen
foods every week from supermarkets, farms and
shops. The products are then made available to
people unable to buy food.

No referral or voucher needed but food is
available for a small donation.
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and food sharing

Milton Keynes - The MK Foodbank

provide food parcels that can
be picked up from one of their serving sessions
located around the city. Clients can receive a food
parcel 5 times within a rolling 12-month period.

Areas served: Milton Keynes.
Referral or voucher needed.

Thame Food Bank

provides emergency supplies
of essential food items to those in the community
who are struggling financially.
Areas covered: Thame.
Referral needed.

Wendover
- Wendover Free Church Foodbank

provides food
parcels for the local area.

Areas served: Wendover and neighbouring
villages.
Referral or voucher needed.

Wing Foodbank

Areas covered: Wing
No referral needed.

Rickmansworth Foodbank

provides food parcels
for the local area.

Areas served: Rickmansworth and nearby towns
and villages.
Referral or voucher needed.
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